
  

Before you start to develop this lesson plan, we should check our students’ awareness of 
the concepts of sustainable human development, Fair Trade, responsible consumption 
and programmed obsolescence.

1. Graphic representations of recycling 

Since through the CSE years the students have already learnt about recycling, how it works 
and why we need to do it, ask them to divide into groups of around five people to perform a 
more complex activity. This will involve the graphic representation of certain situations 
through drawings that the student will do on the blackboard, after which the rest of the 
group will try to guess what it is and whether the information transmitted corresponds with 
reality or not and why. Each group will have to work in a collaborative manner in order to be 
able to do the graphic representations with precision, which is why it is necessary to give 
them a few minutes of planning before starting to draw, allowing as many people as possible 
to participate in the draft.

These are the cards with the possible situations (although other alternative procedures 
may be preferred):

                 
It’s necessary to separate in order to recycle.

The plastic and light bulbs have to go into the yellow container.

You can’t pour oil down the sink, its better the throw it away down the toilet.

Watch batteries are thrown away in the same containers as packages.

The appliances have a collection point , so it is best left to the riverbank .

The recycling center is the place where new equipment that we no longer want.

When reusing an old product used to make a new one .

2. Travelling products 

Show different images of products to the class (clothes, toys, games, food, jewellery, tech-
nology, classroom material…) and tell them to write down those they would buy. 

Afterwards, suggest a debate or whole class participation in which the following questions 
should come up:
Where are the products we consume regularly manufactured or produced? What is the 
route from their place of origin to our home? How many intermediaries are there in the 
process? Are there alternative products made in Spain? How fairly do they think these 
products are priced for their transportation and sale to be so cheap? Of the products they 
noted down earlier, which are actually necessary and which aren’t? Do we think that adverti-
sements influence our way of thinking so that we buy things that we don’t really need?

While answering the questions, direct the topic towards responsible consumption. Once 
finished, explain the concept and ask students whether they know the concept of fair trade. 
Ask for volunteers (choose 12-14 people) and divide the class into two groups. Distribute 
the topic cards below between the groups.

Tell them that they are workers in a company in a country X, and divide them into workers 
(children and adults) and managers. Say that one of the companies will work under the 
criteria of fair trade, while they other will not (described in the table below). Tell each group 
that they will act in accordance with the indications they have received and will represent 
the situations you have given them. The students must plan what they will do, arrange a 
meeting to make decisions for the company, change of timetables, lunch times, what 
happens if an employee becomes ill. 

It will be necessary that after each instruction the students plan in the group what it is they 
are going to do, plan a meeting to make decisions in reference to the company, the modifi-
cation of schedules, the lunch hour, what happens if an employee becomes ill, the purcha-
ser of the raw materials arrives (this person can lead the session). Household appliances do 
not have a place where they can be disposed, which is why it is better to leave it at the river-
bank.

The recycling centre is the place where we leave the new gadgets that we do not want 
anymore.
When reusing we use an old product to make a new one.

After the two representations ask the students to comment on what they have seen and 
the differences there were between the two groups, which will give rise to explain carefully 
the characteristics of fair trade that have not been clarified in the representations.
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3. Reusing of materials workshop 

Nowadays there are many alternatives that allow us to change waste by reusing, and it is 
necessary to transmit to our students the idea that constantly buying and throwing is not 
sustainable, causing the planet to suffer everyday. It is due to this that for this activity we 
propose a workshop to learn how to reuse materials which apparently have no more use to 
create a new product.

Some ideas for the reusing of products: 

A photo frame made up of cardboard and paper pulp, buttons, labels and corks.

Pencil holders with paper rolls, cans or bottles.

Coasters, stamps, mouse pads or dolls made out of bottle corks.

 Schoolbags or pencil cases made from magazines, torn clothes, newspapers… 

Necklaces, bracelets, or rings made with bottle caps and wool or yarn.

-The workers do not receive a fair wage 
for the work they perform. 

-Child labour is allowed, which means 
that many children cannot go to school.

-Decisions are made by the managers, 
without taking into account the 
opinions or needs of their workers.

-There is gender inequality in the 
working conditions of women being 
worse than for men.

-The benefits do not accrue to the 
community but, mainly, in the 
intermediaries that move the product 
from the person who produces up to 
the point of sale.

Guidelines for fair trade group Guidelines for non fair
trade group

-Male and female workers receive a fair 
wage.

-A part of the product sell benefits the 
community e.g. health, education, 
environment, occupational training...

-Producers are paid a part in advance to 
enable them to plan their development.

-Children do not work. Their place is in 
the school, gaining an education.

-Decision making is done in a 
participatory manner. 

-The workspaces are consolidated as 
cooperatives.

-There is equality between men and 
women.

-The environment is respected.



Now that the whole class has learnt about how to recycle materials, what if we design a Wedu 
with recycled materials?

Let’s get on with it!

Contact us at educacion@ayudaenaccion.org 
We will publish your proposal in our blog and
share with the rest of schools 
that take part in Right Now... 

Do you have more ideas for activities ?

Download the worksheets from the blog

http://ayudaenaccion.org/ahoratoca

Your opinion is important to us. We encourage you to assess  
the material at  http://programaeducativo.ayudaenaccion.org/
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